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THE WINSLOW HOUSE AT RIVER FOREST, ILL.
Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect.

tive. The prevailing horizontality Mr.

Wright claims to be especially "domes-
tic." For that matter, it happens to be

quite in accordance with the current

fashion in domestic architecture, in

works which have nothing. else in com-
mon with these. It may,also have, as he
further maintains, some special congruity
with what Lowell describes as

Broad prairie rather, g-enial, level-lined,
Fruitful and friendly for all human kind;
Yet also nigh to heaven and loved of loftiest

stars.

The horizontality of the Egyptian tem-

ples has similarly been ascribed to the

level sands of the desert, and perhaps, in

either case, the uneventful expanse may
have something to do with the character

of the architecture, though Mr. Wright
will pardon us if we do not wholly follow

him in what he will not mind our calling
his Rhapsodic Prairiale. In times and
countries in which architecture is a liv-

ing art, the general form of building cor-

responds to the environment, and the

bristling pyramid of the Abbey of Mont
St. Michel would be as impossible in the

midst of the Roman Caifipagna or of ar

Illinois prairie as the spreading expanse
of the temple of Karnak on the spike oi

the Mont itself. Fitness is part of the

dignity of these elevations, which in the

best examples is undoubtedly great. Bin
what makes the real impressiveness o

'

these designs is that they are organic
wholes, that the variety of their part;-,

without being denied or slurred, is over-

ruled into an effective unity, that the

are not compiled out of picturesqu .'

"bits" which have caught the eve of th-1

THE MCAFEE HOUSE IN CHICAGO, ILL.
Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect.
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designer in a rapid tour, or in a still more

rapid rummage through a pile of photo-

graphs.
The defect of their quality will be evi-

dent to every practiced inspector. Those
functional modifications of surface or of

line, commonly by means of mouldings,
to form a footing, to emphasize a divi-

sion, to soften or to sharpen a transition,

to mark a projection or a recess, which
have been employed in every artistic

mode of building from the Egyptian
downward, are here almost altogether

absent, nor can their place be supplied,
as to the artistic result, by decoration

strictly and properly so called. The de-

fect of the architecture is the same as the

defect of the "Mission" furniture, which
it appears that the architect commonly,
and properly, specifies to go with it. The
stark unmodelled transitions give an air

of something rude, incomplete, unfin-

ished. The buildings seem "blocked

out," and awaiting completion rather

than completed. The lack is nothing at

all against the theory of design in the

author's mind, nothing against the reduc-

tion of the theory to practice so far as it

has gone. It is a deficiency which be-

longs to an art in its lusty youth rather

than in its decadence, and indeed we can
find it in the early Romanesque, which
was a living style if ever there was one,
in comparison with its own later phase,
and still more in comparison with the de-

veloped Gothic. Moreover, it is a de-

ficiency which can be supplied and will

be supplied, when it is once recognized
that the mode of design to which it is

not a necessary drawback has ''the prom-
ise and potency of life." A pioneer must
have patience and so indeed must those

who believe in him. He should be will-

ing to say with Bacon: "I could not be

true and constant to this argument I

handle if I were not willing to go beyond
others, yet not more willing than to have
others go beyond me." Meanwhile, it is

hard to see how an unprejudiced in-

quirer can deny that such designers as

Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Wright have the

root of the matter, and that their works
are of good hope, in contrast with the

rehandling and rehashing of admired his-

torical forms in which there is no future

nor any possibility of progress.
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NOTES
AND

COMMENTS

PICTURESQUE
CHEAP
HOUSES.

In the recent cutting

up of Gidea Park an
historic estate on the

outskirts of London
into a residential suburb,
there was tried an archi-

tectural experiment of

considerable interest.

After the streets had been planned and the

undertaking was purely commercial, not phil-

anthropic the owner offered to architects a

series of prizes for the "best" houses, the

prizes being graded according to the cost

and accommodation of the dwellings. C ass I.

included detached houses to cost 500, the

first prize being a gold medal and 250, and
the second prize 100. Class II. was for a

detached house to cost 375, the first prize
for this being a gold medal and 200, and the

second prize again 100. Class III. was for

the house of Class I. or II. which had the

most convenient interior arrangement; and
then there were additional prizes for a garden
design, for furnishings, etc. Altogether, about
120 architects came forward to take sites and
erect houses, not, we may suppose on the

chance alone of obtaining a prize, but on the

inducement of having their work so well ex-

hibited and with the probability of,, event-

ually effecting a sale. Probably, also, most
of the competitors were financed by builders,

who took the actual risks. When the six

score houses had been completed, there was
held an Exhibition, opened by the Honorable
John Burns himself, and thereafter while it

lasted a special train was run every day
from London that the results of the competi-
tion might be studied. Further to advertise

the project, a book was published about it,

with articles by such 'men as Arnold Ben-

nett, Thomas Hardy, H. G. Wells, Sir Arthur

Pinero, etc. men whose writings usually

command public attention, even if one would
not naturally go to them for advice about a

house. Professor Adshead, in describing his

impressions of the exhibition, in an article

in "The Town Planning Review," notes the
collection as one representing the latest ten-

dencies of English domestic architecture. He
finds that to bring together a street of com-
petitive cottages, even though individually a

high level of architectural merit be attained,

produces an effect which, "if not exactly
'higgledy-piggledy,' is, at any rate, abnorm-
ally picturesque." There is lacking that
sense of repose, he finds, which comes with
obvious continuity of purpose. With the ex-

ception of a single group, the houses are all

of what may be called the English cottage
style that renaissance of English domestic
architecture of the 16th and 17th centuries

originated by Xorman Shaw and carried for-

ward by Lutyens and others. That perhaps
is of itself significant, for, as Mr. Adshead
points out, there are styles which are more
amenable to the introduction of modern con-
veniences. He raises a query as to whether
department store furniture is quite suited

to the kind of interiors these houses have;
whether wooden door latches are the cheap-
est and best the age can produce; whether,
if silver candlesticks do not show to advan-
tage on chimneypieces of rough brick with
wide mortar joints, the candlesticks or the

chimneypieces ought to go? But if there
are some anachronisms, and one living room
that "might well suit the prehistoric cave

dweller," he found many houses that were
thoroughly delightful, both inside and out,

and he says that those which drew the prizes
"were very sensibly and economically plan-
ned." As to an American viewpoint, an
architect from this country is likely to feel

constraint in offering a criticism when he

remembers, (1), the competition which nor-

mally exists between 'the "cottages" in any
American suburban colony which has
aesthetic aspirations; and, (2), the deadly
monotony and unimaginative starchbox repe-

tition, or the straining after false gods,



THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD.

where, in the absence of aesthetic aspirations,

the builders have had sway alone. His heart

has a welcome ready for the picturesqueness

that may be given to houses that cost the

equivalent of 400 or 500, and custom has

made him callous to competition of designs.

CIVIC
CENTER FOR

ALBANY.

State Architect Frank-
lin B. Ware, in his an-

nual report to the New
York legislature, recom-
mends the erection of

two new public buildings
in Albany A Hall of

Records and a Temple of

Justice. He proposes, with the governor's ap-

proval, the state's gradual acquisition of land

all around the Capitol, to the end that, as

new buildings are located, there may be de-

veloped on Capitol Hill an architectural group
which shall be worthy of the State of New
York. Thus far it is an admirable recom-

mendation, and one that may even <be said

to have been inevitable.

For the details of the plan of Mr. Ware,
however, approval must be more restrained.

His suggestion is the not unfamiliar one that

a Civic Center be created to the west of the

Capitol behind it, as one comes up the State

Street hill. He proposes that the State buy
the two blocks bounded on the east by the

Capitol grounds, on the south by State Street,

on the west by 'Swan Street, and on the north

by Washington Avenue. On one side, the

west face of the Capitol will look out upon
the reservation; on the other side, the new
Educational Building will front upon it. If

the Temple of Justice were in fact put here
and other buildings eventually added, we
should have an architectural group of indis-

putable impressiveness. But the enclosure

must always be thought of as the Capitol's
back yard. Though it were the only "Cen-
ter" of the kind to be developed, its place
would be secondary. That the new Educa-
tional Building is so located as to invite such

arrangement is not the least of that struc-

ture's faults.

To the front of the Capitol values are

higher, but not so much higher that the

great State of 'New York, if taking up such
a project at all, should consider that the

saving would justify a second rate scheme.
The Capitol Park lies to the front, or east

of the Capitol. There would be no need of

acquiring any land save actual building sites.

Already, as public structures facing the park,
are the old State House, Richardson's City
Hall are of the most beautiful buildings in

the United States; and the brown stone

Academy a potpourri of architecture in-

deed, as fitting the various periods at which

the buildings rose. But the assemblage is

probably still capable of union, if there be

suitable and well placed additions, and if

there be re-arrangement of the planting
scheme, into a group of which the Capitol,

on the higher ground, would be, as it ought
to be, the crown. Back of the Capitol,

in deference to the long drawn out and ines-

capable Educational Building, there might
well be a small park a square, in which
elms will throw an academic shade, and
around which churches and other semi -pub-
lic structures might well gather to form a

secondary and scholastic group. The land

for this would cost, Mr. Ware estimates in

planning to develop it as the Civic Center,

only $400,000 a mere fraction of what one

city of the State has spent more than once
for a single playground.
There is a growing list, already long, of

State Ca.pitols that have had plans made by
experts for their wise development. In Con-

necticut, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Iowa, Minne-

sota, California and South Carolina, this work
has been done. In Rhode Island, Massa-
chusetts and New Jersey, plans for it are

now under way. New York would do well

to follow the example at least before em-

barking on an undertaking so important as

that now suggested by. the State Architect.

Mr. Ware himself would doubtless be the

first to welcome such advice.

111:1.111

TO BE
PLANNED.

The dramatic an-

nouncement by King
George that henceforth

the capital of India will

be Delhi has been

promptly followed by th<

welcome news that the

Indian government pro-

poses to call upon "the best skill and experi-

ence of Europe" for the preparation of th

city's plan. In so doing, it will be follow-

ing where the government of Australia ha?

led, for an international competition for tlv

planning of Australia's capital is under way
The latter will be a new, flat, city, whilt

Delhi has already a population which ap
preaches the quarter million. Yet most o

the area to be especially dealt with is stil

undeveloped, and the historical and socia

and even racial problems that are to fin'

architectural and topographical expressio:
at Delhi would seem to promise
result far more interesting than in th

brand new capital of Australia. It i

to be expected, and certainly to be hoped
that in the planning of an imperial Delh;

the European experts will not have full con

trol; but will serve only in an advisory an

consulting capacity with local talent.
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PRAISES
POSTERS.

A Boston landscape
architect, in a personal
letter to the editor of

this Department, dilates

on the picturesqueness
of advertisement-plas-
tered Scollay Square. To
such heretical general

enthusiasm, he has the courage to add this

specific tribute: "The view up Hanover Street
is particularly interesting at night, as the
Star Theatre is then covered with lighted
signs and the large star at the entrance is

kept revolving." The man has not the past
of a cowboy; he may be believed to have few
ideals in common with those of the late

speaker of the House, in Washington. Yet
he likes the color, life and picturesqueness
which billboards may add to dreary scenes
"amid hard lines, ill-proportioned masses and
dismal, dingy color, it seems to me that there
is nothing that helps so much as to cover

square rods with gay, silly, jolly sheets of

advertisements." Then he adds to his letter

two interesting reflections. To the first, per-

haps no one will take exception; to the sec-

ond, very few indeed will subscribe. "The
immediate inference from examples of the

kind offered by the Star Theatre is that ad-

vertising men have been far quicker than
architects to grasp the value of a conspicu-
ous street terminal, or other conspicuous

position; and, moreover, that architects are
remiss when planning buildings of a certain

type not to provide, as a part of their ex-

ternal decoration, suitable frames for adver-
tisements. The latter will be vastly improved
if properly managed, and will be used in

any event." An important point here, which
seems not to have been fully weighed, is

whether an advertisement so cleverly man-
aged as to lose its intrusiveness does not

thereby lose most of its effectiveness as an
advertisement.

AN
ARCHITECT'S
ALLEGORY.

To the "Survey," J.

Randolph Coolidge, Jr.,

has contributed "An Al-

legory of Metropolitan
Planning" which is al-

most too good to abbre-

viate. Fully to appreci-

ate it, one must know
that Mr. Coolidge is a member of the tem-

porary Metropolitan Plan Commission, Bos-

ton, which has recently reported on the

necessity of the thirty-eight towns in Bos-

ton's metropolitan district getting together
in plans for their future development. Just

to give a hint of the allegory, it may be said

that he tersely describes how thirty-eight

families, having made up their minds to

build, agreed to go shares on roof and cellar,

and then proceeded individually to make
their plans. He tells how the Brooklines
wanted an elegant suite with tiled baths,
French windows, open fire-places, and white
marble exterior; how the Miltons schemed
a cosy flat with English half-timbered work
outside and leaded windows; how the

Xahants wanted sleeping porches and white
stucco, and the Somervilles concrete blocks;
how the Wakeflelds preferred stained

shingles and the Winchesters a Colonial ef-

fect; how the. Quincys stood for seven-foot

studding and the Reveres for twelve; how
the Lynns were content with a narrow entry
while the Swampscotts demanded a wide one;
how at last the families found it necessary
to call in an architect, and how they then
discovered that he builded better than they
knew.

The program of the

Easter trip, which is an-

nually conducted on the
EASTER TOWN- Continent under the

PLANNING auspices of the National
TRIP. Housing and Town-Plan-

ning Council of England,
is this year unusually

interesting. This is because the beaten track

through familiar German cities has been
abandoned. If the new route touches several

cities that are hardly less well known to

tourists, it may at least be said that their

housing and town-planning characteristics

have not been so much exploited, and that

after years of study of German "picturesque-
ness," it will be interesting to turn to the

formalism illustrated by the planning of

Xancy, Carlsruhe, and parts of Geneva and
Lausanne. For the tour is to include all

these cities, and in addition, Berne and Zu-
rich. At Lausanne, by the way, the city

council has the right of criticism, and even
of veto, in regard to the designs of build-

ings, so having opportunity to control the

architectural development of the city. The
party is to start from England April third.

To the Octagon House
in Washington, the head-

quarters of the American
HISTORIC Institute of Architects,

TABLE IN THE there has been restored

OCTAGON. the table on which the

treaty of Ghent was
signed in the Madison

administration. Over the door which leads

from the hall into the circular room occupied

by Secretary Brown is a tablet which states

that the Treaty was signed in that room,
and back to that room now goes the historic
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table. It is of mahogany, small and round,

and was probably used as a card table in

the Tayloe family. Old Colonel John Tayloe
built the Octagon, and the Treaty came to

be signed there because when the White
House was burned in 1814 President Madison

accepted his invitation to move over there.

The table remained in the family's posses-

sion for several generations, and finally

reached San Francisco. There it was pur-

chased by the local chapter of the A. I. A.

and presented to the national headquarters.

Co-Partnership Ten-

ants, Ltd., the cheap
SUCCESS OF

housing society of Eng-
CO-PARTNER- land whose operations

SHIP have done so much to

TENANTS promote the success of

SOCIETIES. the Garden City move-
ment in that country,

presents figures for the year 1911 which to

an American seem quite amazing. The or-

ganization has raised no less than 55,737 in

stock during the year, thus increasing its

capital to about a million dollars. In addi-

tion to this, the federation of such societies

in England has raised mortgages of 180,500

and has added enough to its stock capital to

make a total altogether of nearly 275,000

raised during the twelvemonth a striking

evidence of the confidence with which the

movement is now regarded. It is to be noted

also that the movement 'has not only made

great progress in the development of estates

already in existence, but in educating public

opinion to approve of the Garden City, or

Garden Suburb, idea. There is nothing like

the sight of visible success to convince the

skeptical. At Hempstead, for instance,

where the Co-Partnership interests are said

to extend now to about 150 acres, the tenants

are shown to be receiving not only four and

a half per cent, interest on their loan stock,

but dividends on their rents, besides having

very attractive homes in a very attractive

suburb.

THAT
SURPRISED.

In order to cut down
the vast area of frame

A and canvas, in the paint-

RESTOR \TION ing of "Webster's Reply
to Hayne," the Boston
art commission lately

ordered its removal from
Faneuil Hall. Just after

it came down from its accustomed place, a

meeting was held in the Hall and for the

first time in two generations, as one of the

papers said, it became possible to behold the

interior of the "Cradle of Liberty" as its

architect had designed it. The hall is de-

scribed as greatly "lightened up" by the

change; three round arched windows which
the painting had covered came into view
back of the platform; while the gray and
white tinting which has been newly given to

the walls brought out the beautiful chastity
of ornament "in all its eighteenth century
elegance." The restoration of the group of

round arched windows to the full view of

the audience was declared to give the key-
note to the whole scheme, making possible

again an appreciation of the harmony of the

complete design. As the painting also is of

value, the incident offers an interesting ex-

ample of the readiness with which even art

lovers can thoughtlessly injure one good
thing in order to emphasize another.

At the last annual meeting of the American
Institute of Architects a committee, consist-

ing of Arthur Wallace Rice and Alexander
S. Jenney was appointed to consider a plan
which had been submitted to the officers of

the Institute for a cruise during the coming
summer and fall through the eastern Mediter-

ranean. The committee, after a careful in-

vestigation, reported enthusiastically in favor

of the idea, and the Secretary of the Insti-

tute, Mr. Glenn Brown, has issued a notice

to members, recommending their participa-

tion in the excursion. The itinerary of thi

proposed tour is certainly a most attractive

one. The party will sail from New York or

August 17th on the North German Lloyc
steamer "Koenig Albert." Naples will b<

reached on the 20th and a day or two will b<

spent at Paestum and Pompeii. On Septem
ber 1st the party will board the yacht "Al

thieva" and will spend the next week on th'

coast of Sicily, visiting the various places o
'

interest, which can be reached from the sea

By September llth they will be in Athens
after having stopped en route at Olympi;
and Corinth. Five days are devoted to Ath
ens, and thereafter follows in rapid succe?

sion Epidanros, Mycenae, Knossos, Rhode! .

Kindos, Didyma, Ephesus and Troy. Th
three following'days are passed in Constan-

tinople. On the way 'back the party stop ^

at Delos, Naxos, Elensis, Aegina, Delph ,

Corfu and the most interesting places on th >.

Dalmation coast. On September 9th tho

disembark at Venice and the day followin ^

sail for homa from Genoa. The boat o i

which the cruise will be made is especiall r

planned and equipped for the purpose, an 1

members of the Institute are offered an O] -

portunity of taking an unusual and interes -

ing vacation ..lit
a very moderate cost.


